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Mercenaries of
the Russian Wagner Group

KUTLUHAN GORUCU, ARZU BUNYAD*

ABSTRACT This research deals with Russian Wagner Group in terms of
establishment, leadership cadre, internal relations, the command and control
structure, the group’s influence circles and its legal dimension. The study analyzes
Wagner'’s activities, especially in Libya and Syria. Also, it focuses on and the reasons
and methods of Russian foreign policy reliance on a private military company that
emerged as a fighting force for Russia’s interest in Ukraine in 2014. Wagner became
a company manages its activities in eight different countries headed by Libya and
Syria. Since 2019, it has turned into an effective and important part of the war in
Libya, after joining the military operation led by Haftar forces over Tripoli. The
National Accord Government'’s success in the land led to engaging Wagner on line,

which caused a change in the balance on the ground.
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1. BepGoBka, oOyueHue, (pMHAHCHPOBAHWE MM HHOE MaTepHalIbHOE O0eCreueHue
HAEeMHMKA, a PaBHO €ro MCIIOIb30BAHHE B BOOPY)KEHHOM KOH(WIMKTE WM BOCHHBIX
JISHCTBHSIX -HAKa3bIBAIOTCS JIMILIEHUEM CBOOOIBI HA CPOK OT YETBIPEX JIO BOCHMH JIET
¢ OrpaHMYeHHeM CBOOOIBI Ha CPOK IO JIBYX JIET MO0 Oe3 TakoBoro. 2. Te ke aesHus,
COBEPIICHHBIC JIMIIOM C WCHOJIB30BAHUEM CBOETO CIYXKEOHOTO TMOJNOKEHHUS WIM B
OTHOLIICHNH HECOBEPILCHHOJICTHEIO, -HAKA3BIBAIOTCS JIMIIICHHEM CBOOOIBI HA CPOK
OT CeMH JIO NSATHA/ILATH JIeT co mTpadoM B pasmepe 10 ISATUCOT Thicsd pyorieil wim B
pazmepe 3apabOTHOM ILIATHI MM HHOTO JI0X071a OCYIKICHHOTO 3 IIEPHOJL JI0 TPEX JIET JIH00
0€3 TaKOBOI'O U € OrpaHUYEHHEM CBOOOIBI HA CPOK OT OJJHOTO Tofia JI0 JBYX JIET JIO0 0e3
TAaKoBOTO. 3. YyacTHe HaeMHHKa B BOOPY/KEHHOM KOH(WIMKTE MM BOCHHBIX JSHCTBHSX
-HaKa3bIBACTCS JIMIICHHEM CBOOOZIBbI HA CPOK OT TPEX JIO CEMH JIET C OrpaHHYCHHEM
CBOOOZIBI HA CPOK JI0 OfmHOro roja mbo Oe3 TaxoBoro.lprmeuanne. Haemumxom
TIPU3HACTCSA JINLIO, JIHCTBYIOIIEE B LIEJISIX TTOTYUEHHS MAaTepPHaIbHOTO BO3HATPAK/ICHUS 1
He SBJISOLIEECs TPAXKIaHUHOM TOCY/IapCTBA, YHACTBYIOIIETO B BOOPY)KEHHOM KOH(NTHKTE
WM BOCHHBIX JCHCTBUSIX, HE NPOKMBAOLLEE MOCTOSHHO HA €r0 TEPPUTOPUH, A TAKKE
He SIBIOLIEECs JIMLOM, HAIPABJICHHBIM JUTS HCTIOHEHHsT OUIIMATIBHBIX 00s3aHHOCTEH
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